CASTLE ROCK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Minutes of Regular Meeting

October 13, 2011

MEMBERS AND GUESTS:



Susie Barker, Castle Rock School District; Pat Bartley, Another Right Hand; Teresa Bergman, Cowlitz River Dahlias; Janet Bredfield, Bredfield’s True Value; Shannon Cahoon, Fibre Federal Credit Union; Nancy Chennault, The Plant Station; Ryana Covington, City of Castle Rock; Georgia Cox and Myron Nelson, Senior Center; Jon Cox, Cowlitz PUD; Andrea Gebhardt, Heritage Bank; Karen Johnson, Castle Rock Exhibit Hall; Jennifer Keene, COG; Carey Mackey and Susan Hoosier, Red Canoe Credit Union; Stephanie Misner;  Jon and Christine Randall, Relylocal;  Doug Parker and Mike Shannon, Exhibit Hall; Jenn Schapman, Health and Human Services; Mike Vorse, Minuteman Press/Chamber President; Melissa Willams; Tom Wilson and Autumn Marks, Cascade Natural Gas; 

The meeting was called to order by President Mike Vorse at 8:30 a.m. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Zumba Fitness

Kyser Construction in Yacolt, WA
GUEST SPEAKER:

Stephanie Misner shared the plans to date for the 2nd Annual Festival of Lights. Local businesses are encouraged to participate and make this an even greater production than last year. Included in the celebration will be free pictures with Santa Claus, caroling around the Christmas tree, and an opportunity to promote the spirit of “community” in Castle Rock. The event is scheduled between December 1 and January 2 with the tree lighting and caroling to occur on December 13th. Planning meetings are held every Thursday- 9:00 a.m. at the Exhibit Hall. Vacant store fronts could be “adopted” and decorated with the option to post a sign designating the sponsor. Cash donations would be welcome to assist in covering the cost of advertising, photographic supplies, candy canes and the greenery baskets intended to be hung from the new light posts. Donations can be made to the Exhibit Hall.

SECRETARY’S REPORT:

A motion was made by Andrea Gebhardt, second by Teresa Bergman to accept the minutes of the September meeting. Motion passed.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

A motion was made by Pat Bartley, second by Tom Wilson to accept the treasurer’s report of balance. Current $5005.40.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:

Records indicate an increase of 23 members.  

CHAMBER AFTER HOURS;

Cowlitz River Dental will host the next Chamber After Hours event on October 27, 2011 from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. All are invited to attend.
WHAT’ GOING ON?

The school district has submitted a video to Glee Give a Note contest and requests everyone’s support by voting daily for the video. Directions were provided. A win would mean funding of improvements to elementary music programs.

Paul Helenberg reports the downtown improvements are progressing. Lights and landscaping are yet to be installed. Private citizens are welcome to fund benches or a proposed drinking fountain. Details related to any donation can be obtained from the city. Those portions of the project which are complete look exceptional and this will enhance the downtown core immensely.

Mike Shannon expressed his appreciation for the recent program Myron Nelson presented at the Senior Center. Mike commented the program was interesting and well worth the time.

Melissa Williams explained the concept of a Commemorative Christmas Ornament with proceeds being used to fund each future Festival of Lights.

Myron Nelson reported the availability of flu shots at the Senior Center on October 31 from 1:00-3:00 p.m. for $20.00.

Jenn Shipman from Health and Human Services shared information about the Healthy Community project and the focus on prevention of chronic disease.

Nancy Chennault explained how the Strategic Marketing Plan can link to the school and can provide students with experiences in establishing business plans, invoicing for goods and a variety of other business associated instruction with “real world” application. Preliminary contacts have been made with high school staff.

Ryana Covington reported on the recent conversion of operating systems at the city.

Jennifer Keene updated the group on the BIG IDEA Board of Directors meeting. The next meeting will be held in November at the Red Lion. The group will decide which community will be the first recipient of the tourism funds. Previously Woodland expressed the desire to be first, this may no longer be the case. How outsiders see us is the focus of the Cowlitz County Strategic Tourism Plan.  A meeting will be held October 20 from 2:00-4:00 at the Expo Center for those who may be interested.

Plans are underway to develop a link between White Pass and the Columbia Gorge with a Fire and Ice meeting scheduled for October 26 from 10:00-12:00 at the Expo Center. This is a joint project with Clark, Skamania, Cowlitz and Lewis Counties and the Forest Service.

Jon Cox from Cowlitz PUD invited people to view the FAQ’s on the PUD website.

Carey Mackey of Red Canoe Credit Union invited all to join the Business Lunch and Learn on October 25 from 11:30-1:00 at Castle Rock Clock Tower Conference Room. Price is $5 per person and includes lunch.

October 22 will be a free shred day sponsored by Fibre Federal Credit Union held at the Longview Branch.

Jon Randall reminded everyone that all events can be posted for free on Relylocal. 

Tom Wilson of Cascade Natural Gas offered his gracious thanks to the PUD for increasing business at CNG! Autumn Marks provided information about current incentives and savings up to 15% for switching to natural gas.

Teresa Bergman displayed and sold her beautiful dahlias at the Riverfront Trail celebration with proceeds going to the Chamber’s scholarship fund. Thank you, Teresa!

Pat Bartley reported the Riverfront Trail Ceremony was a success with appreciation shown to the many local volunteers in Castle Rock. Special recognition was given to Ryana Covington who was (probably by her own design) not mentioned at the event. Thanks were sent out to Mike Lerma from the Baptist Church for donating the use of sound equipment; Red Canoe, Fibre Federal and Cowlitz River Dental for providing water and snacks. Myron and Mary Nelson were honored as the first recipients of The Rock of the Community award. A unique and beautiful plaque was presented and the Nelson’s cut the ribbon opening the new trail. The real show stopper was the spectacular driving of the Golden Spike by Mike “Dead Eye” Vorse. 

ELECTIONS:

Karen Johnson moved, Ryana Covington seconded to elect the slate of officers as follows:


President-Mike Vorse


Vice President-Jon Cox


Secretary-Susie Barker


Treasurer-Andrea Gebhardt


Welcoming Committee-Pat Bartley, Carolyn Kennington, Carey Mackey

Motion passed.

ADJOURN:

Being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 

REMINDERS:

· Next meeting:  November 10, 2011, 8:30 a.m.  at the VISITORS CENTER
PROJECTS:

· Exit 49 sign

· Lion’s Pride light box

COMMITTEES”

· By-Laws review – Susie Barker, Mike Vorse

